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manipulation, however, he once led Juha to take
up the matter of his own accord, and once the
subject had been broached it was thrashed out
to the end. The master found out how Juha
stood as regards money and heard his plans,
Juha was hoping for a crofter's holding on Pirjola
land.

The master looked quietly elsewhere as though
thinking it over.    In reality he had no need to
think the plan over even for a moment.   He saw
before him Juha, Riina and the money, three
things that at the moment were childishly beg-
ging for recognition as an admirable and promis-
ing foundation for an independent existence, but
whose inherent insufficiency for the part the aged
farmer  saw  with  relentless  clarity.    Goodwill,
pity and aversion blended in his attitude towards
the matter, but he would not be a party to it.
He therefore gave no definite answer to Juha's
hints about a croft, but displayed all the more
sympathy for and interest in the coming marriage.
He gave Juha a few paternal, manly words of
advice, with the result that Juha was in no wise
downcast by the interview, but on the contrary
let his hopes soar ever higher.    During the rest
of his life Juha retained the warmest feelings for
the old master of Pirjola.    Later on, when the
master was already invalided by old age, Juha
would sometimes turn to him in his difficulties
and invariably met with such overflowing friend-